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CHAPTER SCR 60
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

SCR60 Preamble SCR60.05 A judge shall se¢onduct the judgs’extra—judicial activities as to
SCR 60.01 Definitions. minimizethe risk of conflict with judicial obligations.
SCR 60.02 A judge shall uphold thetegrity and independence of the judiciary SCR 60.06 A judge or judicial candidate shall refrdiominappropriate political
SCR60.03 A judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety activity.

in all of the judges activities. SCR60.07  Applicability.
SCR 60.04 A judge shall perform the duties of judiciaficé impartially and dii ~ APPENDIX

gently.

Judicial Council Committee’s Note, 1979The following rules, called theode  sonedapplication of the text and should depend on such factors as
of judicial conduct, govern the members of this&vnsin judiciary These rules were : : ;
originally adopted by the supreme court on November 14, 19@¢fieeé January 1, _theserlousn_egs of the transgressmn, whether th_ere is a pattern of
1968. They wereamended on June 28, 1974; December 23, 1977; March 16, 197properactivity and the déct of the impropeactivity on others

March 28, 1978; and November 20, 1979. The rules were originally numbered st iudici mSee i ici
dardsl to 16 and rulestb 17. They have been clarified and numbered SCR GOO%ﬁsggﬂﬁéﬁg%égﬁﬁny Reff?eénzﬁndards Relatmg to Judicial

t0 60.19 for uniformity and convenience.

Note: SCR Chapter 60 was amended January 16, 1985; April 29, 1985; NovemberBecausat is not possible to address every conceivable conduct

17,1994. SCR Chapter 60 was repealed and recreated July 1,at886ded ; ; . " . . A
12-20-96eff. January 1, 1997 and modified July 7, 1997; amended April 6, 20091 @ Judge that might erode public confidence in the integnitie

Y

Novemberl4, 2001; April 1, 2002; January 1, 2005: Jandarg007; July 7, 2010; pendenceand impartiality of the judiciarysome of the binding
July 1, 2010. rulesof the Code are cast in general terms setting forth the prin

. .. _ciplestheir specific provisions are intended to fost&ee, for
SCR 60 Preamble. Ourlegal system is based on the principlgyample SCR 60.02, 60.03 (1) and 60.05 and accompanying
thatan independent, fair and competent judiciary will interpretomments. Those rules provide a touchstone against which judi
andapply the laws that govern uhe role of the judiciary is cen  ¢jg| conduct, actual or contemplated, is to be measured. Care must
tral to American conceptsf justice and the rule of lawntrinsic e taken that the Codenecessarily general rules it constitute

to all provisions of this Code atke precepts that judges, indiid 4 trap for the unwary judge or a weapon to be wielded unserupu
ually and collectivelymust respeaind honor the judicial 66e  |5ly against a judge.

asa public trust and strive to enhance and maintain confidence in
our legal system.The judge is an arbiter of facts and law for th
resolutionof disputes and highly visible symbol of government

The Code of Judicial Conduct is not intended agdmaustive

%uide for the conduct of judges. They should alsgdwernedn

their judicial and personal conduct by general ethical standards.

underthe rule of law . L The Code is intended, howevdp state basic standards which
The rules of the Code of Judicial Conduct argthoritative. shouldgovern the conduct of all judges aldprovide guidance

The Commentaryhas threvarying functions: 1) to elaborate ay, assist judges in establishing and maintaitiiigh standards of
standard in theules; 2) to set forth policy bases for the rules; ‘gjgicial and personal conduct.
pec

3) by explanation and example, to provide guidance with res
to the purpose and meaning of the rules. The Commentary is 86 50.01 Definitions.
intendedas a statement of additional rules.

Whenthe text of a rule uses “shall,” “shall not” or “may not
it is intended to impose bindirgpligations the violation of which
canresult in disciplinary action. For a judge&onduct to consti
tute a violation ofa rule, the judge must have known or reasonabl%/
shouldhave known the facts giving rise to the violation. tio

Theuse of “should” or “should not” in the rules is intended t didatewith the election or appointment authority authe
encouragepr discourage specific conduct and as a statement, gl s solicitation or acceptance of contributions or support
whatis or is not appropriate conduct but notaabinding rule P p o pport.
underwhich a judgemay be disciplined. When “may” is used, it (3) “Court personnel” means staourt oficials and others
denotespermissiblediscretion or depending on the context, it SUbjectto the judges direction and control, includingidicial
refersto action that is not covered by specific proscriptions. assistantsteporters, law clerks, and bafitif “Court personnel

The provisions of the Code of Judicial Conduct are rules of regoesn?t '”C'P‘?e _th,e lawyers n a_JUd_'_C'aI p_roceedlng.
son. They should be applied consistent with constitutional (4) “Deminimis” means an insignificant interest that does not
requirementsstatutes, other court rules and decisional lawimnd'aise reasonable questiontas judges impartiality or use of the
the context of all relevant circumstances. The Code is to BEestigeof the ofice.
construedsoas not to impinge on the essential independence of (5) “Economic interest” means ownership of a more if&n
judgesin making judicial decisions. minimis legal or equitable interest, orralationship as diter,

The Code is designed to provide guidance to judges and-carféirector,advisor or other active participant in théaas of a party
datesfor judicial ofice and to provide a structure for regulatingeXceptthat none of the following is an economic interest:
conductthrough disciplinaryagencies. It is not designed or (a) Ownership of arnterest in a mutual or common invest
intendedas a basis for civil liabilityr criminal prosecution. Fur mentfund that holdsecurities, unless the judge participates in the
thermore the purpose of the Code woudd subverted if the Code managemenof the fund or unless @roceeding pending or
wereinvoked by lawyers or litigants fanere tactical advantage impendingbefore the judge could substantiallfeaf the value of
in a proceeding. theinterest.

The provisions of the Code are intended to govern conduct of (b) Service by a judge as arfioér, director advisor or other
judgesand to bebinding upon them. It is not intended, howeveractive participant in an educational, religious, charitable, fraternal
thatevery transgression will result in disciplinagtion. Whether or civic organization, or service by a judgespouse or child as an
disciplinaryaction is appropriate, and the degree of discipline tifficer, director advisor or otheactive participant in any ga-
beimposed, should be determined through a reasonablesand nization.

In this chapter:

» (1) “Appropriate authority” meanshe chief judge of an

' offendingjudges district, the director of state courts, the judicial
commissionand the dfce of lawyer regulation.

(2) “Candidate” means a person seeking selection for or-reten

n of a judicial ofice by means of election or appointment who

akesa public announcement of candidaggclares or files as a
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(c) A depositin a financial institution, the proprietary interesgdgesshould be independent, they must comply with the ilaiuding the provi

; ; ; ; sions of this chapterPublic confidence in the impartiality of thediciary is mair
of a pollcyholder in a mutual insurance compem‘ya dep05|t0r tainedby the adherence of each judge to this responsibflignverselyviolation of

in amutual savings association or of a member in a credit uni@ms chapter diminishes public confidence in the judiciary and thereby does injury to
or a similar proprietary interest, unless a proceeding pendingtissystem of government under law

; f ; ialljeat Therole of the judiciatonduct oganization like the \l8consin Judicial Commis
|mp_end|ngbefore the JUdge could substantiall the value of sionis not that of an appellate court.i3MAdmin. Code Sec. JC 3.06 (May 1979)
theinterest. statesas follows: Commission not to act as appellate courtThe commission may

(d) Ownership of government securities, unlegsazeeding not function as an appellate court to review the decisions of a court or judgeer to
i cise superintending or administrative control over determinations of courts or

pendingor impending before the judge could substantiallgcf judges.” it is important to remember this concept as one interprets this ¢ipaptier
the value of the securities. ularly in light of the practice of some groups or individuals to encourage dissatisfied

e L . litigantsto file simultaneous appeals and judicial conduct complaints.
(6) “Fiduciary” means a personal representative, trust€€history: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8¥2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W/

attorney—-in—factconservator or guardian. 2d xvii (1998).
(7) “Gift” means the payment or receipt of anything of value
without valuable consideration. SCR 60.03 A judge shall avoid impropriety and the

(7m) “Impartiality” means the absence of bisprejudice in appearance of impropriety in all of the judge’ s activities.
favor of, or against, particular parties, or classesanfies, as well (1) A judge shall respect and comply with the law and stwll
asmaintaining an open mind in considering issues that may cogiedll times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the
beforethe judge. integrity and impartiality of the judiciary

8) “Judge” . . fth iudge: Eommentz Public confidence in the judiciary is eroded by irresponsible or

(8) “Judge” means a Justice of the supreme court, a Judge;i@properconduct of judgesA judge must avoid all impropriety and appearance of
the court of appeals, a Judge of the circuit court, a regﬂaﬁi@l impropriety. A judge must expect to be the subject of constant public scrudiny

ioi i icqj judgemust therefore accept restrictions on the jusigehduct that might be viewed
amunicipal judge, a court commissionandanyone, whether or asburdensome by the ordinary citizen and should do so freely and willingly

nota |aWyer who iS_an dfcer of the jUdiCial system and W*FE?F The prohibition against behaving with impropriaty the appearance of impropri
formsjudicial functions. ety applies to both the professional and personal conduct of a judge. Because it is not
« _ » acticableto list all prohibited acts, the proscription is necessarily cast in general
(8m) JUdge .e‘.leCt. mears person who has been elected dgrmsthat extend to conduct by judges that is harmful although not specifically men
appointed to judicial dite but has not yet takenfimfe. tionedin the chapter Actual improprieties under this standimdlude violations of

« . n o " law, court rules oother specific provisions of this chaptéthe test for appearance
(9) Knowmgly or knOW|edge meansctual knOWIEdge of of impropriety is whether the conduct would create in reasonable minds a perception

the fact in question, which mape inferred from the circum thatthe judges ability to carry out judicial responsibilities with integritypartiality
stances. andcompetence is impaired.
“ " L . Restrictionson the personal conduct of judges cannot, howéeeso onerouas
(10) “Law” means court rules, statutes, constitutional provio deprive them of fundamental freedoms enjoyed by other citizens. Care must be

sionsand legal conclusions in published court decisions. takento achieve a balance between the need to maintain the integrity and dignity of
“ . , - . thejudiciary and the right of judges to conduct their personal lives in accordance with
(11) “Member of the judge' family” means thgudges  thedictates of their individual consciences.

spousechild, grandchild, parent, grandparent and any other relain striking this balance the following factors should be considered:
tive or person with whom the judge maintaird@se familial rela (a) the degree to which the personal conduct is public or private; )
tionship. (b) the degree to which the personal conduct is a protected individual right;
« . s . - . . , (c) the potential for the personal conduct to directly harmfendfothers;
(12) “Member of the judge’ family residing in the judge (d) thedegree to which the personal conduct is indicative of bias or prejudice on
household’means a relative of the judge by blood or marriage thepart of the judge;

a person treated by the judge asmember of the judgs’family reéﬁ’eéF&?ﬁ?ffbffé"é'f?hg’iﬁﬁﬁﬁg aﬁos';i‘t‘g;q's indicative of the jusigeck of

who resides in the judge’household. See also Comment to sub. (3).

(13) “Nonpublic information” means information that, by law  (2) A judge may not allow familysocial, political or other rela
is not available to the public, including information that is sealafbnshipsto influence the judge’judicial conduct or judgment.
by statute or court ordeimpounded or communicated in cameraa judge may not lend the prestige of judicidla#f to advance the
offeredin grand jury proceedings @ontained in presentencing privateinterests of the judge or of others or convey or permit oth
reports,dependency case reports or psychiatric reports. ersto convey the impression that they are in a special position to
(14) “Part-time municipal judge” or “part-time court com influencethe judge. A judge may not testify voluntarily ashar
missioner’ means a judge or court commissioner vgesves acterwitness.
repeatedlyon a part—timéoasis by election or under a continuing Comment: Maintaining the prestigef judicial ofice is essential to a system of

appointment governmentn whichthe judiciary functions independently of the executive and leg
pp : islative branches. Respect for the judicidliice facilitates the orderly conduct of

(15) “Require” means the exercise of reasonable direction alagitimate judicial functions. ~Judges should distinguish between proper and

: B ; roperuseof the prestige of @ite in all of their activities. For example, it would
controlover the conduct of those persons SUb]eCt to the dlreCtlcm%nproper for a judge to allude to his or her judgeship to gain a personal advantage

andcontrol. suchas deferential treatment when stopped by a politeeofor a trafic offense.
(16) “Third degree of kinship” means a person who is l.e|at$§]'g-nilarly,judicial letterhead must not be used for conducting a jsdggrsonal busi

asa grea_lt—grandpar_ent, grandparent, parent, uncle, aunt, brothel'ydge must avoid lending the prestige of judicidiceffor the advancement of
sister,child, grandchild, great—grandchild, nephew or niece. theprivate interests of others. For example, & judge must not use the judtigal
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8\/2d xvii (1997); Sup. Ct. Order No. Positionto gain advantage in a civil suit involving a member of the juigenily.

01-12,2001 WI 120, 247 \&. 2d xiii; Sup. Ct. Order No. 00-07, 200 134, 274 AS to the acceptance of awardee SCR 60.05 (4) (€) 1. y

Wis. 2d xvii. ~ Althougha judge should be sensitive to possible abuse of the prestigieef af
judgemay based on thpidges personal knowledge, serve as a reference or provide
aletter of recommendation. Such a letter should not be written if the person who is

SCR 60.02 A judge shall uphold the integrity and inde -  thesubject of the letter is or is likely to be a litigant engaged in a contested proceeding

T : beforethe court. Howeven judge must not initiate the communication of informa
pendence of the JUd|C|ary - An mdependent and Iqonorabletion to a sentencing judge or a probation or correctiditeobut mayprovide to such

jUdi(_?ier iS_indiSpen_Sak_)le to ju_sticc_e i_n our SociePijQQe S_h0U|d personsnformation for the record in response to a formal request.
participatein establishing, maintaining and enforcing hgjan Judgesmay participate in the process of judicial selection by cooperating with

inting authorities and screening committees seeking names for consideration
dardsof conduct and shall personally observe those Standardsgﬁg%y responding to fitial inquiries concerning a person beiognsidered for a

that the integrity and independence of the judiciary will be preudgeship.
served. This chapter applies to every aspefcjudicial behavior A judge must not testify voluntarilgs a character witness because to do so may

exceptpurely legal decisions. Legal decisions made in the coutggthe prestige of the judicialuge in support of the parfior whom the judge test
ieS. Moreover when a judge testifies as a witness, a lawyer who regularly appears

of judicial duty on the record are subject solely to judicial revieWeforethe judge may be placed in taekward position of cross—examining the

Comment: Deference to the judgments and rulings of cadefgends upon public judge. A judge mayhowever testifywhen properly summoned. Except in unusual
confidencein the integrity and independence of the judges. The integrity and indgrcumstancesvhere the demands of justice requiudge should discourage a
pendencef judges depend in turn upon their acting without fear or faitthough  partyfrom requiring the judge to testify as a character witness.
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(3) A judge may not hold membership in angamization that notknowingly permit stdf court oficials and others subject to the
practicesinvidious discrimination on the basis of race, gendejudge’sdirection and control to do so.
religion or national origin. Comment: A judge must refrain from speech, gestures or other conduct that could

Comment: Membership of a judge in angamization that practices invidious dis réasonable perceived as sexual harassment and must require the same standard of

crimination gives rise to perceptions that the judg@hpartiality is impaired. conductof others subject to the judgadirection and control. ]
Whetheran oganization practices invidious discrimination is often a complex-ques_A judge must perform judicial duties impartially and fairlyjudge who manifests
tion to which judges should be sensitive. The answer cannot be determined froiggon any basis in a proceeding impairs the fairmess of the proceeding and brings
mereexamination of an ganizations current membership rolls but rather dependéhejudiciary into disrepute. Facial expressimd body language, in addition to oral
on how the oganization selects members and other relefeamors, such as that the communicationcan give to parties or lawyers in the proceedings, jurors, the media
organizationis dedicated to the preservation of religious, ethnic or cultural values @hdothers an appearance of judicial bias. A judge must be alert to avoid behavior
legitimatecommon interest to its membersthat it is in fact and &ct an intimate, thatmay be perceived as prejudicial.

purely private oganization whose membersHimitations could not be constitution (f) A judge shall require Iawyers in proceedings before the

ally prohibited. . . . . .
Whetheran oganization, club or grouis “private” depends on a review of the-fol JUd.QEt.O refrain from manifesting, b.y _WOI‘dS (.)r condl_th, blas or

lowing factors: 1) size; 2) purpose; @licies; 4) selectivity in membership; 5) eon prejudicebased upon race, gendegligion, national origindis-

geniality; and 6) whether others are excluded from critical aspects of the relationskipility, age, sexual orientation or socioeconomic status against

An organization that is not “private” is generally said to discriminate invidiously i . 1 . .
it arbitrarily excludes from membership on the basis of race, religgoror national bartles,wnnesses, counsel or others. This subsection does not

origin persons who would otherwise be admitted to memberSagpNew York Sate ~ preclude legitimate advocacy when race, gendegligion,
Club Ass'n. Inc. v. City of New York, 108 S. Ct. 2225, 101 L. Ed. 2d 1 (1988)ard national Origin’ d|sab|||ty age, sexual orientation or socioeco

ngDL'_‘%?;Sdﬁ?z;a;g;ﬂ;i“ﬁgﬁgg‘ éaﬁegig;c%c'”b ZE'BDL‘S_?’éggl(tfég;‘%ééﬁ?f; ) nomicstatus or other similar factors are issues in the proceeding.

tionsdedicated to the preservation of religious, fraternal, sororal, spiritual, charitable, (g) A judge shall accord to every person who has a legal inter

civic or cultural values which do not stigmatize any excluded persons as inferior : : :
thereforeunworthy of membership are not considered to discriminate invidiousl ina proceedlng, or to that pers&hiwyer the ”ght to be heard

Publicmanifestation by a judge of the judg&howing approval of invidious dis accordingto law A judge may not initiate, permit, engage in or
criminationon any basis gives the appearance of impropriety and diminishes pulionsider ex parte communications concerning a pending or
confidencein the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary ; ; . ; .

Whena judge has reason to believe that gawization to whiclhe judge belongs |mpend|ngact|on or.p.r.oceedlng except th_at' .
engagesn invidious discrimination that would preclude membership under sub. (3) 1. A judge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parte
orunder SCR 60.03, the judgeay In lieu of resigning, make immediatdats to  communicationsor scheduling, administrative purposes or emer
havethe oganization discontinue its invidiously discriminatory practices but mus . . ! . .
suspencarticipation in any other activities of theganization. If the @anization denciesthat do not deal with substantive matters or issues on the
fails to discontinue its invidiously discriminatory practices as promptly as possibleritsif all of the following conditions are met:
the judge must resign from thegamization. . . . .

History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8V2d xvii (1997). a. The judge reasonably believes that no party will gain-a pro

LRB Note: A judge’s threats against the chief judge in an attemptessure the ceduralor tactical advantage as a result of the ex parte cemmu
chiefjudgeto decide an administrative dispute on the basis of political consideratiqq&ation
andfamily relationships, rather than the merits, were, fiscefattempts to indudae !

chief judge to violate sub. (2). MeonsinJudicial Commission.\Crawford, 2001 b. When the ex parte communication méeetfthe substance
WI 96, 245 V. 2d 373, 629 N.vid 1. of the action or proceeding, the judge promptly notifies all of the
SCR 60.04 A judge shall perform the duties of judicial other parties ofthe substance of the ex parte communication and
office impartially and diligently . The judicialduties of a allowseach party an opportunity to respond.
judgetake precedence over all the judgetheractivities. The 2. A judge may obtain the advice of a disinterested expert on
judge’sjudicial duties include all the duties of the judgefice thelaw applicable to a proceeding before the judge if the judge
prescribedoy law gives notice to the parties of the person consulted andube

(1) In the performance of the duties under #estion, the fol ~ Stanceof the advice and fafrds the parties reasonable opportunity
lowing apply to adjudicative responsibilities: to respond.

(a) A judge shall hear and decide matters assigned to the judge,3. A judge may consult with other judges or with court per
except those in which recusal is required under sub. (4) or disq@@nnelwhose function is taid the judge in carrying out the
ification is required under sectiofi57.19 of the statutes andjudge’sadjudicative responsibilities.
exceptwhen judge substitution is requested and granted. 4. A judge maywith the consent of the parties, confer sepa

(b) A judge shall be faithful to the law and maintain prefegatelywith the parties and their lawyers in afoefto settle mat
sionalcompetence in it. A judge may not be swayed by partistgrspending before the judge.

interestspublic clamor or fear of criticism. 5. Ajudge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parte
(c) A judge shall require order and decorum in proceedinggmmunicationsvhen expressly authorized by law
beforethe judge. 6. Ajudge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parte

(d) A judge shall be patient, dignified and courteous te litcommunicationsknowingly waivedby a participant when the
gants,jurors, witnesses, lawyers and others with whom the judgsigeis assigned to a therapeutieatment or problem—-solving
dealsin an oficial capacity and shall require similar conduct oflocketin which the judge must assumemare interactive role
lawyers, staf, court oficials and others subject to the judge’ with participants, treatment providers, probatioficefs, social
directionand control. During trials and hearings, a judge shall agpbrkers,prosecutors, defense counsel, and others.
sothat thgjudges attitude, manner or tone toward counsel or wit NOTE: Subd. 6. is ceated eff. 7-1-12 by Sup. Ct. Order No.1+09.
nessesloes not prevent the proper presentation of the cause or. tifmment: The proscription against communications concernimgaaeeding

. . . . inclidescommunications from lawyers, law teachers, and other persons who are not
ascertainmentf the truth. A judgenay properly intervene if the participantsin the proceeding, except to the limited extent permitted.

judgeconsiders it necessary to clarify a point or expedite the proTo the extent reasonably possible, all parties or their lawyers shall be included in

ceedings. communicationsvith a judge.

Whenevermpresencef a party or notice to a party is required by SCR 60.04 (1) (g),
the partys lawyer or if the party is unrepresented, the pastyo is to be present

0 whom notice is to be given.

Comment: The duty to hear all proceedings fairly and with patigsecet incon . .
sistentwith the duty to dispose promptly of the business of the court. Judges carltt)
efficientand businesslike while being patient and deliberate. or " . ) )

In respect to sub. (c), by order of June 4, 1996, the Supreme Court adopted Séaﬁ” appropriate and often desirable procedure for a court to obtain the advice of a

dardsof Courtesy and Decorum for the Courts ofstdnsin, chapter 62 of the Isinteresteaxpert on legal issues is to invite the expefiléa briefamicuscuriae.
SupremeCourt Rules. ' Certainex parte communication is approved by SCR 60.04 (1) () to facilitate

. P . . . . schedulingand other administrative purposes and to accommodatgemses. In
_(e) A judge shall perform judicial duties withdbiis or prejtl  general howevera judgemust discourage ex parte communication and allow it only
dice. A judge may not, in the performance of judicial duties, byall the criteria stated in SCR 60.04 (1) (g) are clearly met. A judge must disclose

words or conduct, manifest bias or prejudice, including bias & 2!l parties all ex parte communications described in SCR 60.04 (1) (g) 1. and 2.
! ! regardinga proceeding pending or impending before the judge.

preJ_UdICEbased Upor_] race_' gendml'glon' natlo_nal Ol’lglndIS- A judge must not independently investigate facts in a case and must consider only
ablllty, age,sexual orientation or socioeconomic status, and Mg evidence presented.
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A judge may request a partygabmit proposed findings of fact and conclusions $3) In the performance of the duties under this section the fol

of law, so long as the other parties are apprised of the request and are given-an o ; iarinli hilitiaa:
tunity to respond to the proposed findings and conclusions. mlng apply to disciplinary responsibilities:

A judge should not accept trial briefs that are not exchanigbcdversary parties (a) A judge who receives information indicating a substantial

unlessall parties agree otherwise in advance of submission of the briefs. likelihood that anothejudge has committed a violation of this
A judge must make reasonabldoefs, including theprovision of appropriate . - : -
supervisionto ensure that SCR 60.04 (1) (g) is not violated through law clerks EhapterShOUId take appropriate action. A JUdge havmg personal

otherpersonnel on the judgestaf. nowledgethat anothejudge has committed a violation of this
If communication betweethetrial judge and the appellate court with respect tachapterthat raises a substantial question as to the other gfitge’

aproceeding is permitted, a copyafy written communication or the substance of : ; ; :
anyoral communication should be provided to all parties. nessfor office shall inform the appropriate aUthomy

The prohibition of a lawyés ex parte communication with a judge and othersis  (b) A judge who receives information indicating a substantial

setforthin SCR 20:3.5. o ~likelihood that a lawyer hasommitted a violation of the rules of
~(h) Ajudge shall dispose of all judicial matters prompf-  professionatonduct for attorneys should take appropriate action.
ciently and fairly A judge having personal knowleddet a lawyer has committed

Comment: In disposing of mattersromptly efficiently and fairly a judge must i i i
demonstratelue regardor the rights of the parties to be heard and to have issug'svmlatlon of the rules of professional conduct for attorneys that

resolvedwithout unnecessary cost or delayontaining costahile preserving fun ra_isesa SUbStantiSJ question asto the |awmn95MrU$tW0F
damentatights of parties also protects the interestsibfesses and the general pub thinessor fitness as a lawyer in other respects shall inform the

lic. A judge should monitor and supervise cases so as to reduce or eliminate dil ; i i R f
practicesavoidable delays and unnecessary costs. A judge should encourag:%ﬁpmpnateaumomy This paragraph does not require a judge to

seekto facilitate settlement, but parties should not feel coerced into surrendering E@@OH_COI’_ICIUCI QiSC|OSE(:‘| through a judgearticipatiorin agroup
right to have their controversy resolved by the courts. to assist ill or disabled judges or lawyers when such information

Promptdisposition of the cous’business requires a judge fo devote adequate time gcquired in the course of assisting an ill or disabled judge or law
to judicial duties, tde punctual in attending court and expeditious in determinin

mattersunder submission, and to insist that caffitials, litigants and their lawyers er.

cooperatavith the judge to that end. o o (c) Acts of a judge, ithe dischage of disciplinary responsibil

~ () Ajudge may not, while a proceeding is pendingrgiend  ities, required or permitted under p@) or (b) are part of a judge’
ing in any court, make any public comment that may reasonablidicial duties and shall be absolutely privileged and no civil
be expected to &ct the outcome or impair the faimess of the praactionpredicated on those acts mzgyinstituted against the judge.
ceeding. The judge shall require court personnel subject to thecomment: Appropriate action may includgirect communication with the judge
judge’sdirection and contrdo similarly abstain from comment. or lawyer who has committed the violation, other direct action if available, and
This subsection does not prohibit a judge from making publieportlngthe violation to an appropriate authority or other agency or.body

statementsin the course of his or herfirial duties or from  (4) Except as provided in sub. (6) for waivarjudge shall .
explaining for public information the procedures the court. ecusehimself orherself in a proceeding when the facts and cir
This paragraph does not apply to proceedings in which the ju stancethe judge knows or reasonably should krestablish

is a litigant in a personal capacity neof the following or when reasonable, well-informed persons

Comment: The requirement that judges abstain from public comment regardiflOWledgeableabout judicial ethic_s standards and the justice sys
apending or impending proceeding continues during any appellate process and t@tth and aware of the facts and circumstancefuiige knows or

final disposition. This paragraph does not prohibit a judge from commenting-on Pf@asonablyshould know would reasonably question the juslge’
ceedingsn which thejudge is a litigant in a personal capachiyt in cases such as L . A
awrit of mandamus where the judge is a litigant in arfiial capacity the judge must  @bility to be impartial:
not comment publicly Comment: Under this rule, a judge must recuse himself or herself whenever the
; Hniza i i factsand circumstances the judge knows or reasonably should know raise reasonable

. (k) A JUdgemay not commend or.c.rltlc!ze Jurors for.thelr-ver uestion of the judgs’ability to act impartiallyregardless of whether any of the-spe
dict other than Inacourt order or opinion in a procee_dlng _bUt m%f{c rules in SCR 60.084) applies. For example, if a judge were in the process of
expressappreciation to jurors for their service to the judicial sygiegotiating foremploymenwith a law firm, the judge would be required to recuse

f himselfor herself from any matters in which that law firm appeared, unless the recu
temand the Commumty o ) _ o salwas waived by the parties after disclosure by the judge.
Comment: Commending or criticizing jurors for their verdict may impljuicial Section757.19 of the statutes sets forth the circumstances under which a judge is

_expectgtion'n future cases and maypair & jurots ability to be fair and impartial - eqiredby law todisqualify himself or herself from any civil or criminal action or
in a subsequent case. ] proceeding and establishes the procedures for disqualification and.waiver
(m) A judge may not disclose or use, for any purposelated A judge should disclose on the record information that the judge believes-the par

to judicial duties, nonpublic information acquired in a judicia[iesor their lawyers might consideelevant to the question of recusal, even if the
capacity ' Judgebelieves there is no real basis for recusal.

) ) . By decisional lawthe ruleof necessity may override the rule of recusal. For exam
(o) A judge shall cooperate with other judges as memtfersple, a judge might be required to participate in judicial review of a judicial salary stat

e i i e or might be the only judge available in a matter requiring immediate judicial
acommon judicial system to promote the satisfactory administ tion,such as a hearing on probable cause or temporary restraininglorither lat

tion of justice. ter case, thgudge must disclose on the record the basis for possible recusal and use
(2) In the performance of the duties under tstion. the fol reasonablefforts to transfer the matter to another judge as soon as practicable.
lowing apply to administrative responsibilities: (@) The judge has a personal biaspeejudice concerning a

; i ; : L party or a partys lawyer or personal knowledge of disputed evi
(@) A judge shaltliligently dischage the judges administra gentiary facts concerning the proceeding.

tive responsibilities without bias or prejudice and maintair pr Comment: As a general mattefor recusal to be required under this provision, the
fesswn_ak:ompe'tence n JUd|C|aI Zi_dm|n|$trat|0nv an_d_Shou_Id eooEersonabiasbr prejudice for or against a party or the personal knowledge of diéputed
eratewith other judges and courtfizials in the administrationf — factsmust come from an extrajudicial source. A biaprejudice requiring recusal
courtbusiness mostoften arises from a prior personal relationship but may arise from strong per
. ) i . . sonalfeelings about the alleged conduct of a palftg judges personal bias or preju

(b) A judge shall require statourt oficials and others subject diceconcerning a party’lawyer is of such a degree as to be likely to transfer to the
to the judges directionand control to observe the standards dfry.the judges recusal is required under this provision.
fidelity and diligence that apply to the judge and to refrain from (b) The judge of an appellate court previously handled the
manifestingbias or prejudice in the performance of theficidl ~ actionor proceeding as judge of another court.
duties. (c) The judge served as a lawyer in the matter in controversy

(c) Ajudge may not make unnecessary appointmekjadge Or & lawyer with whom the judge previously practiced law served
shall exercise thepower of appointment impartially and on theduringsuch association as a lawyemncerning the matteor the
basisof merit. A judge shall avoid nepotism and favoritism. Audgehas been a material witness concerning the matter
i i i omment: A lawyer in a governmeraigency does not ordinarily have an associa
qudge rlnay r}Ot ap_prove cc()jmp%nsatlon of appointees beyond ttri](f%:with other lawyers employed by that agency within the meaning of SCR 60.04
air value of services renaered. . N (4) (d); a judge formerly employet a government agendyowevey should recuse

Comment: Appointees of a judge include assigned counsgtials such as ref  himself or herself in a proceeding if the judgieipartiality reasonably may be ques
ereescommissioners, specialasters, receivers and guardians, and personnel sugbnedbecause of such association.
asclerks, judicialassistants and bafsf Consent by the parties to an appointment : PR :
or an award of compensation does not relieve the judge of the obligation prescribed(d) The J"_Jdge knows that he_or she_, individually or E:_IS_ a fidu
by SCR 60.04 (2) (c). clary, or the judges spouse or minor child wherever residing, or
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any other member of the judgefamily residing in the judgse’ Campaigncontributions must be publiclieported. Disqualifying a judge from

i i f ; rticipating in a proceeding solely because the jusgeampaign committee
householchas an economic interest in the SUbJeCt matter in Coﬁ:eive(h lawful contribution would create the impression that receipt of a contribu

troversyor in a party to the proceeding or has any other more thai automatically impairs the judgsihtegrity. It would have the &fct of discourag

deminimis interest that could be substantiallfeated by the pro ing "the broadest possible participation in financing campaigns by all citizens of the
din state”through voluntary contributions, seeid/Stat. § 1.001, because it would

ceeding. ) o . deprivecitizens who lawfully contributéo judicial campaigns, whether individually

~ Comment: A financial interest requiring recusal does not occur solely because thethrough an aganization, of access to the judges they help elect.

judgeis a member of a political or taxing body thad jgarty or is a ratepayer to a party  |nyoluntaryrecusal of judges hageater policy implications in the supreme court

Thetest then remains whether the judgeterest as a taxpayer or ratepayer could bghan in the circuit court and court of appeals. Litigants have a broad right to substitu

substantiallyaffected by the outcome. tion of a judge in circuit court. When a judge withdraws following the filing of a sub

(e) The judge or the judgespouse, or a person within the thirgtitutionrequest, a new judge will be assigned. When a judge on the court of appeals

- f f drawsfrom a case, a new judge also is assigned. When a justice of the supreme
degreeof kinship to elth_er of t_her_n' or the spouse of such a pers rtwithdraws froma case, howevgthe justice is not replaced. Thus, the recusal
meetsone of the following criteria: of a supreme court justice alters the number of justices reviewing a case as well as

; : i the composition of the court. Thesecusals déct the interests of non-litigants as
1. Is a party to the proceedingan oficer, director or trustee 53¢ non—contributors, inasmuch as supreme araisions almost invariably

of a party haverepercussions beyond the parties.
2. Is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding. (8) EFFecTOF INDEPENDENTCOMMUNICATIONS. A judge shall
3. Is known by the judge to have a more theminimisinter ~ notbe required to recuse himself or hersek iproceeding where
estthat could be substantiallyfaéted by the proceeding. such recusal would be based solely on the sponsataipinde

pendentexpenditure or issue advocacy communication (collec
tively, an "independentommunication”) by an individual or
entity involved in the proceeding or a donation to agaaization
thatsponsorsn independent communication by an individual or
entity involved in the proceeding.

Comment, July 2010: Independent expenditures asgue advocacy communica

4. Is to the judge knowledge likely to be a materialtness
in the proceeding.

(f) The judge, while a judge or a candidate for judicifitef
has made a public statement that commitspmears to commit,
thejudge with respect to any of the following:

1. Anissue in the proceeding_ tions are diferent from campaign contributions to a judgeampaign committee.
. . Contributionsare regulated by statute. They are offelitited by a judge’campaign
2. The controversy in the proceeding. committee, and they must be accepted by the jadgenpaign committee. Contribu

Comment: The fact that a lawyer in a proceeding filiafed with a law firm with  tionsthat are accepted may be returned. By contrast, neither arjodte judges
which a relative of the judge isfiéiited does not of itself require the judgetcusal. campaigncommittee has any control of an independent expenditussue advo
Underappropriate circumstances, the fact that the judiggpartiality may reasen cacy communication because these expenditures or communications must be com
ably be questioned or that the relative is known by the judge to have an interest intle¢ely independent of the judgetampaign, as required by law retain their First
law firm that could be “substantiallyfetted by theoutcome of the proceeding” may Amendmeniprotection.
requirethe judges recusal. A judge is not required to recusémself or herself from a proceeding solely
Recusals not required under this provision if the judge determines on the recdrdcausen individual or entity involved in the proceeding has sponsored or donated
thata subpoena purportirig make his or her relative a witness is false, sham or frivdo an independent communication. Any other result would permit the sponsor of an
lous. independentommunication to dictate a judgeion—participation in a case, by spon
; R ; soring an independent communication. Automatically disqualifying a judge because
(5.) A .JUdge shall 'fe‘?p informed of the Judg@’vvn personal of an independent communication would disrupt the juglgitial duties and also
andfiduciary economic interests and make a reasonatule 8 havea chilling efect on protected speech.

keepinformed ofthe personal economic interests of the jusige’ History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202isv2d xvii (1997), modified 210 1.
spouseand minor children residing in the judgdafousehold, hav 2d xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order No. 00-07, 2004 WI 134, 274.\&d xvii; Sup. Ct.
: i o OrderNos. 08-16, 08-25, 09-10, and 092010 WI 73, filed and £f7-7-10; Sup.
ing due rggard for the confldentlallf[y of the spoadalsiness. Ct. Order No. 1-09, 2012 W1 56, filed 5-22-12 fef—1-12.

(6) A judge required to recuse himself or herselfier sub. (4) (R note: Sub. (4) (e) 1., requires a judge to recuse himself or herself from-presid
may disclose on the record the basishef judges recusal and may ing in a case in which thiedges spouse is a director of a party to the proceeding.

; ; f Thefact that allegations of misconduct were made during an elefiemnot mean

aSkthe. parties and their Ia\(vyers to consjaert of .the presence thatthe allegations may be given shantift. Although a judge may commit a “will
of the judge, whether to waive recusal. If, following disclostire ful” violation constituting judicial misconduct when fuelge has no actual knowl
any basis for recusal other than personal loiaprejudice con edgethat his or her conduct is prohibited by the code of judicial conduct, thegudge’

: B . o actualknowledge, or lack thereof, of the code is relevant to the issue of discipline.
cerninga party the parties and lawyers, without participatiyn  \yisconsinjudicial Commission. iegler 2008 W47, 309 Vis. 2d 253, 750 N.VEd

thejudge, all agree that the judge shondd be required to recuse 710,07-2066.

himselfor herself and the judge is then willing to participate, the

judgemay participate in the proceeding. The agreement shall®€R 60.05 A judge shall so conduct the judge’ s extra-

incorporatedn the record of the proceeding. judicial activities as to minimize the risk of conflict with
Comment: A waiver procedure provides the parties an opportunity to procegddicial obligations. (1) ExTRA-JuDpICIAL ACTIVITIES IN GEN-

without delay if they wish to waive the recusalo dssure that consideration of the ; ; _inidiei ;
questionof waiver is made independently of the judge, a judge must not satiek, !ERAL' AJUdge shall conduct all of the Ju_dgeéxtra JUdICIal acti
or hear comments on a possible waiver of the recusal unless the lawyers jointly €S SO that they do none of the following:

posea waiver after consultation as provided in the rudeparty may act through ; ; i
counselif counsel represents on the record that the party has been consulted-and cor{a) Cas.t reasonable doubt on the JUdgﬂpaCIt}tO act impar
sents. As a practical mattea judge may wish to have all parties and their lawyer8ially as a judge.

signthe waiver agreement. (b) Demean the judicial fice.

. (7')r %FtFErCTOF &#mle'l\‘f C?’;']TF;'BllJfT!gNS' ;Ajudg;ihatl)l nolt bl € (c) Interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties.
equiredio recuse himselr or hérsell In a proceeding ba Yy Comment: Complete separation of a judge from extra—judicial activities is neither

on any endorsement or the judgeampaign committegteceipt possiblenor wise; a judge should not become isolated from the community in which
of a lawful campaign contribution, including a campaign-corthejudge lives.

tribution from an individual or entity involved in the proceeding, ExPressionsf bias or prejudice by a judge, even outside the jadgeicial activi
o o o . Jties,may cast reasonable doubt on the jusigapacity to act impartially agudge.
Comment, July 2010: Wisconsin vigorouslylebated an elective judiciary during e SCR 60.03 (1) and (3).

theformation and adoption of thei¥¢onsin Constitution in 1848. An elective judici . .
arywas selected and has been part of tigctsin democratic tradition for more  (2) AVOCATIONAL ACTIVITIES. A judge may speak, write, lec
than160 years. ture, teach and participate other extra—judicial activities cen

Campaigncontributions to judicial candidates are a fundamental component i ini i iusti
judicial elections. Since 1974 the size of contributions has been limited by state s?aéfmlngthe law the legal system, the administration of justice and

ute. The limit onindividual contributions to candidates for the supreme court wadonlegalsubjects, subject to the requirements of this chapter
reducedirom $10,000 to $1,000 in 2009isonsin Act 89 after the 2009 supreme Comment: As a judicial oficer and person specially learned in the,lajudge
courtelection. Thdegislation also reduced the limit on contributions to supremis in a unique position to contribute to the improvement of thetlevegal system,
courtcandidates from political action committees, from $8,625 to $1,000. andthe administration of justice, includingvision of substantive and procedural
The purpose of this rule is to make clear that the receipt of a lawful campaign claw and improvement of criminal and juvenile justice tiie extent that time permits,
tribution by a judicial candidate’campaigrcommittee does not, by itself, require thea judge is encouraged to do so, either independently or through a bar association, judi
candidateo recuse himself or herself as a judge from a proceéuiolying a con  cial conference or otherganization dedicated to the improvement ofiée Judges
tributor. An endorsement of the judge by a lawyaher individual, or entity also may participate in dbrts to promote the fair administration of justice, the indepen
doesnot, by itself, require a judgefecusal from a proceeding involving the endorserdenceof the judiciary and the integrity of the legal professio may express
Not every campaign contribution by a litigant or attorney creates a probability of biagpositionto the persecution of lawyers and judges in other countries becadhsg of
thatrequires a judge’recusal. professionahctivities.
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In this and other subsections of SCR 60.05, the phrase “stijeetrequirements  grganization’sfunds but may not personalfyarticipate in the
of this chapter” is used, notably in connection with a jusigevernmental, civior e . L
charitableactivities. This phrase is included to remind judges that the yserofs solicitationof funds or other fund-raising activities, except that a

sivelanguage in various provisions of the chapter doesafieve a judge from the judge may solicit fund€from other judges over whom the judge

otherrequirements of the chapter that apply to the specific conduct. doesnot exercise Supervisory or appellate authority:

. (3) GOVERNMENTAL, CviC OR.CHARlTABLE ACTVITIES. (@) .A Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), p4c) 2. a. does not apply to a judge
judgemay not appear at a public hearing before, or otherwise c@Bingon a part—time basis.

sult with, an executive or legislatiieody or oficial except on b. May make recommendations to public and private fund-
mattersconcerning the laywthelegal system or the adm'”'Strat'ongrantingorganizations omprojects and programs concerning the

of justice or except when actifgo se in a matter involving the law, the legal system or the administration of justice;
judgeor the judges interests. ' '

Comment: See SCR 60.03 (2) regarding thligation to avoid improper influ ~ C- Ma_y.HOF personally participate membgrship SOliCitat.ion
ence. ded in SCR 60.07 (2). sub. (3) (a) d | - ~if the solicitationreasonably may be perceived as coercive or
par s " SCR 0007 (2), sub. (3) (2) does not apply to a judge serving X geptas permitted in subd. 2. a., if the membership solicitation

(b) A judge may not accept appointment to a governmentgiessentially a fund-raising mechanism; and

committeeor commission or other governmental position that is Somment: s provided in SCR 60.07 (2), pde) 2. c. does not apply to a judge
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters other than e 9" 2P :

improvemenibf the law the legal system or the administratin . d. May not use or permit the use of_the prestlge of judicial
justice. A judge may represent a countstate or locality on cere ©ffice for fund raising or membership solicitation. _
monial occasions or in connection with historical, educational %FfComment:A]udge may solicit membership or endorse or encourage membership

s . ortsfor an oganization devoted to the improvement of the, kb legal system
cultural activities and may serve on a governmental or priva§ete administration of justice or a nonprofit educational, religious, charitable; frater

committee,commission or board concerned with historical,-edunal or civic oggnization as Ionlgl; asfth%solicitation Cﬁnnot reasolnably be #gnrcgived
; it i i coercive and is not essentially a fund—raising mechanism. Solicitation offunds
Cat.lonalor cultural activities. A JUdge m"?‘y serve II'_I any .b.ranCh Qﬁorganization and solicitation of memberships similarly involve the danger that the
military reserves and be called to duty in the active military  personsolicited will feel obligated to respond favorably to the solidfttte solicitor
Comment: A judge is prohibited from accepting any governmental positiofs in a position of influence or control. A judge must not engaglrect, individual
exceptone relating to the lavegal system cadministration of justice as authorized solicitationof funds or memberships in person, in writorgby telephone except in
by par (c). The appropriateness of accepting extra—judicial assignmentbenusthe following cases: 1) a judge may solicit for funds or memberships other judges
assesseth light of the demands on judicial resources created by crowded dockets amérwhom the judge does not exercise supervisory or appellate ayt@pétjudge
the need to protedhe courts from involvement in extra—judicial matters that maynay solicit other persons for membership in énganizations described above ifnei
proveto be controversial. Judges should not accept governmental appointmentstitetthose persons nor persons with whom threyafiliated are likely ever to appear
arelikely to interfere with the ééctiveness and independence of the judiciary ~ beforethe court on which the judgerves, and 3) a judge who is aficefr of such ’
This provision does not govern a judgservice in a non-governmental position, 2N organization may send a general membership solicitation mailing over thesjudge
See par (c) permitting service by a judge wittganizations devoted to the impreve Signature. . L
mentof the law the legal system or the administration of justice and with educational, SCR60.05 should not be read as proscribing participatiate iminimis fund-
religious, charitable, fraternal or civic ganizations not conducted fprofit. For  raisingactivitiesso long as a judge is careful to avoid using the prestige offtbe of
example service on the board of a public educational institution, unless it were a linthe activity Thus, e.g., a judge may pass the collection basket during services at
school,would be prohibited, but service on the board of a public law schawlyor church,may ask friends and neighbors to buy tickets to a pancake breakfast for a local

private educational institution would generally be permitted unde(g)ar neighborhooctenter and may cook the pancakes at the event but may not personally
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (3) (b) does not apply to a judge serving ofiskattorneys and others who are likely to appear before the judge to buy tickets to
part-timebasis. it. Similarly, SCR 60.05 should not be read to prohibit judges from soliciting-mem

. . . bershipgor religious purposes, but judges must nevertheless avoid using the prestige
(c) Ajudge may serve as arfioér, directof trustee or nonte  of the ofice for the purpose of such solicitation.

gal advisor of an granization or governmental agency devdted  Useof an oganization letterheafdr fund raising or membership solicitation does

i ini ionnotviolate subd. 2 provided the letterhead lists only the jsdg@me and &te or
the improvement of the Ia'WheIegal system or the admInIStratlonotherposition in the aganization and, if comparable designations are listedtfar

of justice or of a nonprofit educational, religious, charitable, fraersonsthe judges judicial designation. In addition, a judge must make reasonable
ternal,sororal or civic gganization, subject to the following limi effortsto ensure that the judgestaf, court oficials and others subject to the judge’

tationsand the other requirements of this chapter: directionand control do not solicit funds on the judgeehalf for any purpose, chari

. . . S tableor otherwise.
Comment: This provision does not apply to a judgeervice in a governmental

P : ; : A judge may be a speaker or guest of hahan aganizations fund-raising event
%?f;i;gﬁg??g&?;qg ‘gg?(%e improvement of the, e legal system or the admin .o iedthere is no advertising of the judge as speaker or guest of honor in order to

i N encouraggeople to attend anmdake contributions and provided that any contribu
See Comment to SCR0.05 (2) regarding use of the phrase “subject to the followons at the event are made prior to the judgapeech or presentation as guest of

ing limitations and the other requirements of this chaptés an example of the ponor. A judges attendancat such event is permissible if otherwise consistent with
meaningof the phrase, a judge permittieyl this provision to serve on the board OngBS chapter

a fraternal institution may be prohibited from such service by SCR 60.03 (1) or . .
or 60.05 (1) if the institution practices invidious discrimination or if service on the 4) 'HNANCIAL ACTIVITIES. (@ 1. Ajudge may not engaige )
boaédotherwise casts reasonable doubt on the jsdgegacity to act impartially as financial or business dealings that could meet any of the following
ajudge. e .

Serviceby a judge on behalf of a civic oharitable ayanization may be governed conditions: . . . o
by other provisions of SCR 60.05 in addition to sub. (3). For example, ajudge ispro a@. Reasonably be perceived to exploit the jusigedicial
hibited by sub. (7) from serving as a legal advisor to a civic or charitajd@iaation. position

1. Ajudge may not serve as aficér, director trustee or non b Involve the iudae in f it " tinui
legaladvisor if it is likely that the granization will do any of the p. INVoIve the judge In Irequent transactions or continuing
following: businesgelationships with those lawyers or other persons likely

a. Engagen proceedings that would ordinarily come beford® come before t_he qourt on which the judge serves.
Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sul#) (a) 1. b. does not apply to a

thejudge. judgeserving on a part-time basis.
b. Engage frequently in adversary proceedings in the court of 2. A judge shall comply with sub. (4) (&) 1. as soon as reason
which the judge is a member iorany court subject to the appellateably possible and, in any event, wittine year of the applicability

jurisdiction of the court of which the judge is a member of this chap;er to tdhe judge. . )

. ; it ; ; ; Comment:When a judge acquires in a judicial capacity information, such as mate

Comment: The changing nature of soroeyanizations and of their relationship . ) Al ) - :

to the law makes it necessary for a judge to regularly re-examine the activities of gﬁpconttarl]ned f'n flllntng Wf'th the C?””’ t%a;e'g gg )é%t ggngrally dkggv‘gk tge judge must
organization with which the judge isfidéted to determine if it iproperfor the judge "0t US€ the information for private gaie .03 (2) and 60.04 (1) (m).
to continue the &fiation. For example, in many jurisdictions charitable hospitals are A judge must avoid financial and business dealings that involve the judge in fre
now more frequently in court than in the past. Similatg boards ofome legal aid quent transactions or continuing business relationships with persons likely to come
organizationsnow make policy decisions that may hawlitical significance or ~ €itherbefore the judge personally or before other judges on the fuctyet. In addi
imply commitment to causes that may come before the courts for adjudication. tion, @ judge should discourage members of the jedgaily from engaging in deal

: ; : ; ngsthat would reasonably appear to exploit the jusigedicial position. This rule
a gﬂlﬂ;%gggsl?s?CR 60.07 (2). pc) 1. b. does not apply to a judge serving Orls necessary to avoid creating an appearance of exploitatiofiagf of favoritism

. . . andto minimizethe potential for recusal or disqualification.ithfespect to difia-
2. Ajudge, in any capacity: tion of relatives of a judge with law firms appearing before the jusgeomment
; At ; f _raici i, t0 SCR 60.04 (4) relating to recusal.
. a. May assist the gan_lzatlon In plannlng fund _ralsmg activi Participationby ajudge in financial and business dealings is subject to the general
tiesand may participate in the management and investment of gh@ibitionsin SCR 60.05 (1) againsictivities that tend to reflect adversely on
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impartiality, demean the judicial fi€e, or interfere with the proper performance ofandthe judge, provided the gift, award or benefit could not reason

judicial duties. Such participation is alsobject to the general prohibition in SCR ; B : ; ;
60.03against activities involving impropriety or the appearance of impropriety arﬁply be perceived as intended to influetive judge in the perfor

the prohibition in SCR 60.03 (2) against the misuse of the prestige of judiital.of Manceof judicial duties.
In addition, a judge mushaintain high standards of conduct in all of the jusigetiv ; f Al
ities, as set forth in SCR 60.0&e Comment to SCR 60.05 (2) regarding usthef 3. Ordinary social hospitality

phrase‘subject to the requirements of this chagter 4. A gift from a relative.

If engaged in a financial or business activity at the time this chapter bemplies f ; ; ;
cable to the judge, a judge may continue to do sarfemsonable period not to exceed . 5. A g.lﬂ from a frle.nd for_a spec_lal_ OCC?.SIOI’I, such as awed
oneyear ding, anniversary or birthdayf the gift is fairly commensurate

(b) A judge maysubject to the requirements of this chaptelvith the occasion and the relationship.

i i Comment: A gift to a judge, or to a member of the judg&mily living in the
hold and manage investments of jnelge and members of the'udge’shousehold, that is excessivevialue raises questions about the jusifrapar

jque’Sfam"M including real estate, and engage in other re‘n‘“»“"éﬁlity andtheintegrity of the judicial dfce and might require recusal or disqualifica

ative activity. tion of the judge where recusal or disqualification would not otherwisedigéred.
Comment: Subject to the requirements of teisaptera judge may hold and man S however par (e) S. ) . ) o

ageinvestments owned soleby the judge, investments owned solely by a member 6. Anything of value if the activity or occasion for which it

or members othe judges family, and investments owned jointly by the judge an i H i i it
memberef the judges family ds given is unrelatetb the judges use of the statetime, facilities,

As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) (b) does not apply to a judge serving oR€TVICesor supplies not generally available to all citizens of this
part-timebasis. stateand the judge can shoby clear and convincing evidence
(c) 1. Except as provided par 2., a judge may serve as arthatit was unrelated to and did not arise from the jusielding

officer, director managergeneral partneadvisor or employeef  or having held a public &te.

abusiness entity if that service does not conflict with the judge’ 7. A gift, favor or loan from aelative or close personal friend
judicial duties, create the appearance of impropr@tptherwise whoseappearance anterest in a case would in any event require
violate any provision of this chapter recusalunder SCR 60.04 (4).

2. Ajudge may not serve as aficér, director managergen 8. A loan from a lending institution in its regular course of
eral partner advisor or employee of any business entifgciéd busineson the same terms generally availablpeosons who are
with a public interest, including a financial institution, insuranceot judges.

company and public utility and may not participate in or permit 9. A scholarship or fellowship awarded on the same terms and
thejudges name to be used in connection with any business vejasedon the same criteria applied to other applicants.
ture or commercial advertising that indicates the juddile or 10. Any other gift, favor or loan, only if the donor is not a

affiliation with the judiciary or otherwise lends the power Or Preésyarty or otherperson who has come or is likely to come or whose

tige of office tg) promote a busL?Jess or ccémrzerilal vgnture. interestshave come or are likely to come before the judge.
Comment: A judge may participate inlausiness not fcted with a public interest . ; i

if that participation doesot conflict with the judge’ judicial duties, create the rgﬁgﬁgﬁ%gﬁ#&i g%tgé)';![izﬁg ;ﬁé?;;%? fgg'ﬁ; ?rg;ﬁ:wggs(ghﬁ:ﬁ'ﬁ(ﬁ%éei% 10

appearancef impropriety or violate any other provision of this Code. For exampley, yhave comer are likely to come before the judge; it also prohibits gifts, favors

ajudge may be prohibited from participation if the business entity frequently appe F%oans from clients of lawyers their firms when the clients’ interests have come

beforea court in the jurisdiction in which the judge serves or the participation requirgs,re likely to come before the judgee sec. 19.42t seq., Stats

significanttime away from judicial duties. Similarlg judge must avoid participa . " '

tion if the judges participation would involve misuse of the prestige &itef (5) F”_DL{CIARY AcTIVITIES. (a) Ajudge may nOf_I Serve as execu
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) (c) does not apply to a judge serving otox, administrator or other personal representative, trustee,-guard
part-timebasis. ian, attorney—in—fact oother fiduciaryexcept for the estate, trust

~ (d) A judgeshall manage the judgeinvestments and other or person ofa member of the judgefamily, and then only if such
financialinterests so as to minimize the number of cases in whigBryicewill not interfere with the proper performance of his or her
the judges recusabr disqualification is required. As soon as thudicial duties.

Juhdgiledt_:an dr?. SO ‘l’}"thohUt selrf|0l#s_ financial detn:jnent, jllrdgel (b) A judge may not serve as a fiducianjtifs likely that the
shalldivest himself or herself of investments and ofirencial  ,jge as a fiduciary will be engaged proceedings that would
interests that might require frequent disqualification. ordinarily come before the judge or tiie estate, trust or ward

Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (23ub. (4) (d) does not apply to a judge : : : : .
serving on a part-time basis. becomesnvolved inadversary proceedings in the court on which

(e) A judgemay not accept, and shaliger members of the thejudge serves or one ynder its.appelllate jL.Jri.s.diction.
judge’sfamily residing in the judgs’household not to accept, a _(C) The same restrictions on financial activities that apply to

gift, favor or loan from anyone except for the following: ajudge personally also apply to the judge while acting in a fidu
~ Comment: Sub. (4) (e) does not apply to contributions to a jusigampaign for ~ Clary capacity
Judicial office. (d) A judge shall comply with parga) and (b) as soon as fea

Becausea gift, favor or loan to a member of the judg&mily residing in the f ; e :
judge’shousehold mighbe viewed as intended to influence the judge, a judge mu§9nab|yp053|b|e and, in any event, within one year of the applica

inform those family members of the relevant ethical constraints upon the judge in faidity of this chapter to the judge.
regardand discourage those family members from violating them. A judge cannotComment: A judge who is a fiduciary at tréme this chapter becomedesftive
howeverreasonably be expectedkow or control all of the financial or business for the estate or person of one who is not a member of thegfelggly maycontinue

activities of all family members residing in the judgbbusehold. to act as such if the demands on his or herinuthe possibility of a confiict of inter
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) (e) does not apply to a judge serving osstare not substantial and for the period of time necessayoid serious adverse
part-timebasis. consequences to the beneficiary of the fiduciary relationship but in no event longer

1. A gift incident to a public testimonial, books, tapes an#jan one year
. . PR . Therestrictions imposed by SC80.05 may conflict with the judgebbligation
Othe”es_ource ma_-te“als supplle_d b_y p_Ub“Smm'Si _compllmen asa fiduciary For examplea judge should resign as trustee if detriment to the trust
tary basis for dicial use, or an invitation to the judge and thevouldresult from divestiture of holdings the retention of which would place the judge
judge’sspouse or guest to attendar—related function or an activ in violation of sub. (4) (d).

ity devotecto the improvement of the lathe legal system or the ;e ouded in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (5) does not apply to a judge serving on a part-

adcmlnlstrtai\lonmtc jUStI(?e. vitation to a | ated function i g (6) SERVICE AS ARBITRATOR OR MEDIATOR. A judge may not
omment: Acceptance or an Invitation to a law-related runction Is governe H H H H g

sub. (4) (e) 1; acceptance of an invitation paid for by an individual lawyer or gro tas. an art_Jltrator or m_edlator or otherwise perform judiciak-func
of lawyers is governed by sub. (4) (e) 8. tionsin a private capacity unless expressly authorized by law

A judge may accept a public testimonial or a gift incident thereto only if the donorComment: Paragraph (6) does nptohibit a judge from participating in arbitra
organizatioris not an gganization whose members comprise or frequently represetion, mediation or settlement conference performed as part of judicial duties.
the same sidén litigation, and the testimonial and gift are otherwise in compliance As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (6) does not apply to a judge serving on a part—
with other provisions of this chapteBee SCR 60.05 (1) (a) and 60.03 (2). time basis.

2. Agift, award or benefit incident to the business, profession (7) FracTICEOF Law. A judge may not practice laviNotwith-
or other separate activity of a spouse or other family memberstandingthis prohibition, a judge may aato se and maywithout
ajudge residing in thpidges household, including gifts, awardscompensationgive legal advice to and draft or review documents
andbenefits for the use of both tepouse or other family memberfor a member of the judgefamily and represent without cem
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pensatiorthe estate of a person with whom the judge maintain®fgoublic trust, except a judicial fife, during the term for which elected.” See

closefamilial relationship so longs the estate remains uneony4anet v Milwaukee County Election Comin, 2003 W1 103, 263 W. 2d 709, 666

teggidrﬁent'This prohibition refers to the practice of law in a representative €ap (2) PRRTY MEMBERSHIPAND ACTIVITIES. (a) Individuals who
ity and not in @ro se capacity A judge may actor himself or herself in all legal *Seekelection or appointment to the judiciary may have aligned

matters,including matters involving litigation anshatters involving appearances themselvesvith a particular political party and may haaegaged

beforeor other dealings with legislative and other governmental bodies. Howevgg partisan poIiticaI activities. &tconsin adheres to the concept

in so doing, a judge must not abuse the prestigefiocbdb advance the interests of . AR o . .

thejudge or judge family. See SCR 60.03 (2). of a nonpartisan judiciaryA candidate for judicial éte shallnot
The chapter allows a judge to give legal advice to and draft legal documents &ppeal to partisanship and shall avoid partisan activity in the spirit

membersof the judges family, so long as the judge receives no compensation. §f g nonpartisan judiciary

judgemust not, howeveanct as an advocate for a member of the judigenily in a i i o i

legal matter (b) No judge or candidate for judicialfise or judge—-elect
Therestraint against a judge giving advice to parties in matters before the jqq‘g@y do any of the foIIowing:

doesnot prohibit a judge from advising such parties to obtain lawyers or medical

treatmentand from advising such parties on similar matters unretatéte merits 1. Be a member of any political party

of the matter before the judge. 2. Participate in the irs, caucuses, promotions, platforms
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (7) d t apply to a jud i . ;  LALLLSES, 1ONS, '

ime basie " (2). sub. (7) does not apply to a judge serving on a P¥hdorsements;onventions, or activities of a politicaarty or of
(8) COMPENSATION, REIMBURSEMENT AND REPORTING. (a) & candidate for partisanfafe. o

Compensation and Reimbursement. A judge may receiveom 3. Make or solicit financial or other contributions in support

pensationand reimbursement of expenses for the extra—judiciaf a political partys causes or candidates.

activitiespermittedby this chapter if the source of such payments 4. Publicly endorse or speak on behalf of its candidates or
doesnot give the appearance of influencing the jusigegrfor  platforms.

manceof judicial duties or otherwise give the appearance of ¢y A partisan political dce holder who is seeking election
impropriety. or appointment to judicial fite or whois a judge—elect may cen

1. Compensation may not exceed a reasonable amount fietie to engage in partisan political activitiegjuired by his or her
may the compensatioexceed what a person who is not a judggresentposition.

would receive for the same activity (d) 1. Paragraph (b) does not prohibjtidge, candidate for

2. Expense reimbursemesttall be limited to the actual costjudicial office or judge—elect from attending, as a member of the
of travel,food and lodging reasonably incurred by the judge anglublic, a public event sponsored by a political partgamdidate
whereappropriate to the occasion, by the judgggouse or guest. for partisan dice, or by the campaign committee for such a candi
Any payment in excess of that amount is compensation. date.

~ (b) Financial reports. Except as provided in SCR 60.07, a 2. If attendance at agvent described in subd. 1. requires the

judgeshall file with the ethics board a timely financial report agurchaseof a ticket or otherwise requires the payment of mpney

rgquwedby section 19.43 of the statutes. The report shall also#p@ amount paid by the judge, candidate for judicidicef or

filed by commissioners of the supreme courtf stabrneys othe  judge—elecshall not exceed an amount necessary to defray the

courtof appeals, and the director of state courts. sponsor’scost of the event reasonably allocable to the jusige’
Comment: The chapter does n@rohibit a judge from accepting honoraria or andidate’spr judge—elect attendance

speakingees provided thahe compensation is reasonable and commensurate wfﬁn i ) . . : .

thetask performed. A judge should ensure, howetat no conflicts are created by~ (€) Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to prohibit a

thearrangement. A judge must not appear to tradd@judicial position for per i — i iudici i
sonaladvantage. Nor should a judgigend significant time away from court dutiesJUdge’jUdge elect, or candidater JUdICIal ofice, whether stand

to meet speaking or writing commitments for compensation. in addition, the soutd for election or seeking an appointment, from appearing at par
of the payment must not raise any question of undue influence or thesjaigigy ~ tisanpolitical gatherings to promote his or her own candidacy
or willingness to be impartial. ) . . Comment: The rule prohibits political partnembership and activities by judges,
See SCR 60.05 (4) (e) and sec. 19.56, Stats., regarding reporting of gifts and lo@gsincumbentandidates for judicial &ite, and judges—elect. When one becomes
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (8) does not apply to a judge serving on a partandidate for judicial dite is determined by the terms of SCR 60.01 (2) which
time basis. Sub. (8) does not apply to a supplemental court commissioner authorilegthes’candidate” as "a person seeking selection for or retentiarjuaficial ofice
underSCR 75.02 (3) who has performed fewer than 40 hours of circuit court comntiy means of election or appointmemho makes a public announcement of candi
sionerduties in the preceding calendar year dacy,declares or files as a candidate with the election or appointment aytbority
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8V2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.  authorizessolicitation or acceptance of contributions.” The rule prohibits judicial
2d xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order No. 00-12, 2001 WI 34, 24R.\2d xiii, Sup. Ct. candidatesind judges—elect as well as judges from making or soliciting contributions
OrderNo. 01-12A. 2002 WI 8, 249 \&/ 2d xiii. to the party or its candidates and from publicly endorsing or speaking on behalf of
' ' partisancandidates or platforms. Although the rule contemplates the continuance of
. o . . nonpartisanshipn the part of Wéconsin judges and those seeking judiciéitef
SCR 60.06 A judge or judicial candidate shall refrain judg)llesaf;e nr?tlgxpec_teg to lead Iivesdof sbel_clusion. As ment:bers pfitiie ar:jdbas i
i i it i public officeholders, judgemay attend public events, even those sponsored by polit
from .|nappropr|a.te p0_|lt! C"’." .aCt.IVIty - . ical parties or candidates, so long as the attendance does not constitute thpa#nd of
_Note: Because the Wconsin judiciary ilective and nonpartisan, rules govern tsanactivity prohibited by this rule. The judge, judicial candidate or judge—elect is
ing & judges political anccampaign activity that may be appropriate in other jurisdicresponsibldor so conducting herself or himself that her or his presence at the spon
tions may not be responsive to the political and campaign reaiiitiéfsis state.  soredevent is nomade to appear as an endorsement or other prohibited political acti
Accordingly, in order that due consideration be given to the preparation and pigy, " The judge, judicial candidate, or judge—elect shaigd exercise care that the

mulgationof such rules, the Supreme Court will appoisbemittee composed of - e of his or her ticket to anguch event does not include a prohibited politicat con
judges lawyers, and public members to consult personseatities experienced in trgtbution.

the matter of judicial ethics as it pertains to political and campaign activity and dral .
for the courts consideration a comprehensive set of ethical rolésgs area. After (3) CAMPAIGN CONDUCTAND RHETORIC. (&) In general. While

the committee files its recommendations with the court, the court will iseitement  holding the ofice of judge or while a candidate for judiciafioé

andhold a public hearing on the proposal. f _ : - P P
Pendingsubmission of that committeereport, the public hearing and twurt's or a judge-elect, every judge, candidate for judicidicef or

actionin the matterthe court promulgates the following provisions from the Supremitldge—electshould maintain, in campaign conduct, the dignity
CourtRules — 1994. appropriateto judicial office and the integrity and independence
(1g) TerminoLoGY. In this section, “judge” has the meaningof the judiciary A judge, candidate for judicial fide, or judge-
givenin SCR 60.01(8), except that in subs. (1r), (2), and (4)electshould notmanifest bias or prejudice inappropriate to the
“judge” does not include a court commissioner or a municipaldicial office. Every judge, candidate for judicialfigk, or
judgewnho did not devote 40 or more hours to the performancejatige—elecshould always bear in mind the need for scrupulous

his or her oficial duties in the preceding calendar year adherencéo the rules of fair play while engaged in a campaign for
(1m) CaNDIDATE FOROFFICE. A judge shall not become a ean judicial office.
didate for &ederal state or local nonjudicial electivefiok with- Comment: This subsectioiis new It states a rule generally applicable to judges,

candidatesor judicial ofice, and judges—elect.

out first resigning his or her judgeship. A judgeligibility to

servemay be governed by other rules or constitutional provision 'd(bt) f ro_mase_s ?nc;_comwltlrlnenis Akjudge, JUd%e_eleth' or car:h
Comment:Article VII, section 10 (1) ofthe Wisconsin Constitution provides, "No Iaatetor judicial ofice shall not make or permit or authorize-o

justiceof the supreme court or judge of any court of record shall hold any oficer of €rSto make on his or her behalf, with respect to casegrover
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sies,or issues that are likely to come before the court, pledgessitiveto the existence of pending litigation, the proximity of judicial elections, and
promisesor commitments that are inconsistent with the imparti&]€, “ording of campaign solicitations to avoid the appearance of prorisessure.
ST . . A judge should avoid having his or her name listed on anstherdraisingsolici
performanceof the adjudicative duties of thefiak. tation even when the listing is accompanied with a disclaimer that the namoe is
Comment: This section prohibits a candidate for judicidias from making state  listed for fundraising purposes.

mentsthat commit the candidate regarding cases, controversissues likely to Acknowledgemenby a judge or candidate for judiciafiog of a contribution in
comebefore the court. A judge or candidate for judiciéitefmay not, while a pro 3 courtesy thank you ietter is not prohibited.

ceedingis pending oimpending in the court to which selection is sought, make any .
public comment that may reasonably be viewed as committing the judge, judge—eiect(S) SOLICITATION AND ACCEPTANCEOF ENDORSEMENTS. A judge

or candidate tgla p?riicular tctahse outgogteéu {\sta coﬁad:?ﬁdildate shmgld e;ﬂﬁ;;ha or candidate for judicial éite may solicit or accept endorsements
sizein any public statement the candidatéuty to uphold the law regardles: ; ; ; ;

or her personal views. This section does not prohibit a candidate from mak pportlng his or her elgctlon Or. appomtment pefso.”"?‘”y or
pledgesor promises respecting improvements in court administration. Nor does thf ough his or her committee. A judge, candidate jiedicial

Sectiontprohibit anlincghmben§ judge ffomf mgkingl grit\/ate STtﬁ_teanmerJutligest office, or his or hecommittee is not prohibited from soliciting and
or court personnel in the performance of judicial duties. This section applies to : :
statementnade in the process of securing judicidilcef such as statements to com %{E‘ceptlngendorsements from laWyers and others. A JUdge oercan

missionschaged with judicial selection. didatefor judicial ofiice shall not knowingly personally solicit or

(c) Misrepresentations. A candidate for a judicial fi€e shall acceptendorsements from parties whave a case pending before
not knowingly or with reckless disregard for the statensemtith  the courtto which election or appointment is sought. Neverthe
or falsity misrepresent the identitgualifications, present pesi less,a judge or judicial candidate may personally solicit or accept
tion, or other fact concerning tliandidate or an opponent. A eanendorsementsrom the types of @anizations that ordinarily
didatefor judicial ofice should not knowingly make representamakerecommendations for selection to tifice. In soliciting or
tions that, although trueare misleading, or knowingly make acceptingan endorsemenrs, judge or candidate for judicialfice
statementshat are likely taconfuse the public with respect to theshouldbe mindful of the requirements of SCR 60.03 and 60.04
proper role of judges and lawyers in the American adversaty sg4).

tem. Comment: This subsection is newn light of the restrictions on campaign rhetoric
Comment: This subsection is newThe first paragrapls based on the August under SCR 60.06 (3)the receiving of endorsements is an important method of
2003amendments to the ABA model code of conduct. informing the electorate of broad-based and presumably informed support fer a par

Thesecond paragraph is aspirational. Thus, "should” is used rather than "shdigular candidacy As with the solicitation and acceptance of campaign contributions,
The remaining standards are mandatory and prohibit candidates from knowing| %meg solicitation and acceptance of endorsements from cditigahts are pro
with reckless disregard for the truth makirsgious specific types of misrepresenta Nibited. Candidates for judicial ffe may solicit and accept endorsements from enti
tions. Candidates are not responsible for misrepresentations or misleading sth@s that regularly endorse candidates, such as newspapers and gaauleations.
mentsmade by third parties not subject to the control ottiredidate, e.g., through Neitherculling nor cross-checking of names on mailists or dockets is required.
independenexpenditures by interest groups. History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202iav2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.

(4) SOLICITATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBU- 2d xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order No. 00-07, 2004 WI 134, 274.\&d xvii; Sup. Ct.

rios. A judge, candidate for judicial e, or judge-elecshall RN ST Co SO SR bing fudciandidetes
not personally solicit or accept campaign contributions. A eandjom expressing their viewsn disputed legal and political issues violates the 1st

date may howevey establish a committee to solicit and acceptmendmentight of free speech. Republican Partifinesota vWhite, 536 U.S.

lawful campaign contributionsThe committee is not prohibited 765,153 L. Ed. 2d 694 (2002).

from soliciting andaccepting lawful campaign contributions from . .

lawyers,other individuals, or entities even though the contributstCR 60.07 Applicability . (1) GeNERAL. Subject to sub. (2),

may be involved in a proceeding in which fjuelge, candidate for all judgesshall comply with this chapteiCandidates for judicial

judicial office, or judge—elect is likely to participatd judge, can  ©ffice and judges—elect shall comply with SCR 60.06.

didatefor judicial ofice, or judge—elect may serve on t@mmit (2) RRT-TIME JUDICIAL SERVICE. A judge who servesn a part—

tee but should avoiddirect involvement with the committese’ time basis, including a reserve judge, a part-time municipal judge,

fundraising efforts. A judge, candidate for judicial fai€e, or or a part—-time court commissionés not requiredo comply with

judge-electmay appear at hisr her own fundraising events.thefollowing: SCR 60.05 (3) (a), (b) and (c) 1. b., 2aad c., (4)

Whenthe committee solicits aiccepts a contribution, a judge,(a) 1. b., (b), (c), (d) and (e), (5), (6), (7) and (8). All circuit court

candidatefor judicial office, or judge—elect should be mindful ofcommissioners appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) and thagse

therequirements of SCR 60.03 and 60.04(4); provided, howevarentalcourtcommissioners authorized under SCR 75.02 (3) who

that the receipt of a lawful campaign contribution shall not, byaveperformed 4thours or more of circuit court commissioner

itself, warrant judicial recusal. dutiesduring the preceding calendar year shall comply SR
Comment, July 2010: Under longstanding Wconsin lawa judicial candidate 60.05(8).

may not personally solicit or accept campaign contributions. Howa\adicial . : T : _ )
candidatemay form and rely upon a campaign committee to solicit and accept c%e&?gmgmb?gg‘gdgée&;m judicial 6te andjudges-elect are subject to the

tributions for thgudicial campaign. Lawyers, other individuals, and entities are n . - ! . o )

excludedfrom this process merely because committee members or contributors m%{/-hs_t_ory. Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202is\2d xvii (1997), mOd'f'f"_“j 210 !

beinvolved in proceedings in which the judge is likely to participate. 2d’xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order No. 00-12, 2001 WI 34, 24 .\&d xiii; Sup.Ct.
The solicitation of contributions from participants in judicial proceedings i€rderNo. 00-07, 2004 W1 134, 2741/ 2dxvii; Sup. Ct. Order No. 06-10, 2006

alwaysa matter requiring close, careful attention. Campeanmittees should be WI 130, 292 \is. 2d xiii.
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